Plasminogen activators catalyse conversion of inhibitor from fibrosarcoma cells to an inactive form with a lower apparent molecular mass.
Purified approximately 54 kDa plasminogen activator inhibitor from human fibrosarcoma cells was converted to an inactive form with slightly higher electrophoretic mobility by incubation with catalytic amounts of urokinase-type or tissue-type plasminogen activator. Serine proteinase inhibitors and a monoclonal antibody against urokinase-type plasminogen activator inhibited the conversion, indicating that it was caused by plasminogen activator-catalyzed proteolysis. These findings represent the first demonstration of a well-defined protein apart from plasminogen, constituting a substrate for plasminogen activators.